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-,.i,e Navi Mumbai 

lnternational Air ­
port (NMIA), ex­
pected to becon1e 
operational by 

2024-end, will take off on a 
steep cliJnb as its first termi­
nal will have a capacity of 2 
crore passengers per annum, 
double that o f  the original 
plan.Itwi,U bea ga1ne -changer 
for the Mun1bai Metropolitan 
Region (MMR) which is cur­
rently served by the space­
starved Mumba.i a.irport, 
which at its peak, handled 4.8 
crorepassengersperyeai: The 
new airpmi would shal<e up 
the den1and-supply dynan1 ics 
by adding 40% 1nore passen• 
ger haJJdling capacity over­
night to the region's airports. 

Unlike mega airports, 
Mu1nbai airport, he1runed in 
by shuns, could not grow be ­
yond single-runway oper­
ations in its over SO-year exis t ­
ence. Between 2015 and 2018, 
while airports across India 
had double-digit growth in d o ­
n1estic passenger traffic, 
Mu1nbai, the birt.hplace of In· 
dia11 aviation, was held back 
due to infrastructure con­
straints. When Nl\lIIA debuts, 
passengers fron1 l\lI wnbai can 
expect more direct connec­
tions to destinations domestic 
and international and possi· 
bly better fares than what is on 
offer currently, 

At  Nl\11A, things changed 
dra1natically when Adani Air­
port Holdings Ltd (AAHL) 
took over Mumbai Interna­
tional Airport Ltd (l\11AL) 
from GVK Group in July 2021 
and with that MIAL's NM1A

projectfellintoAdani'shands. 
"On his first visit to the NlvUA

site after that acquJsition, 
Adani Group fotu1der ai1d 
chairman Gautam Adallisaid 
the upcomingairport's projec­
tions shotlld be revised given 
the n1assive requirement and 
potential o f  l\1MR. After that il 
was decided to execute Phases 
1 and 2 together by creating a 
capacity o f  2crore passengers 
peranntnn(CPPA)atonegoby 
December 2024 and the ulti ­
n1atet<1_pacity was rev ised to9-
9.5 crore." said a senior group 
official. 

Conceived in 1999, NMlA is 
finally taking shape. Nearly 
4k.tn of flattened lai1d has re­
ceived the first coat of bitu ­
n1en to eventually become the 
fu-st runway towards the 
south of tile 2,860-acre site. Al· 
so, 400 meters of a hillock will 
be cleared by August to mal<e 
way for the 3. 7-km southern 
runwa)i Construction is on in 
full swing to build Terminal l

Navi 
Mumbai 

International 
Airport (NMIA) Ulwe, Navi

Mumbai 

Area 2,860 
acres *Equivalent to 115 Azad Maidans.I n  contrast, Mumbai airport's

area is 1,976 acres

• It will be the first airportin India to offer dedicatedsustainable aviation fuel
(SAF) for aircraft ® refueling, catering r � to the operators of '-.: 1/v'.: general aviation aircraft • Terminals will beinterconnected with'automated people movers', one of them underground 
PLANNED TERMINALS • The west side of theairport will compriseTerminals l, 2 and 3 (Tl, 2,and 3)• The east side will haveTerminal 4 CT 4)
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'AIRPORT WITHIN A RADIUS OF NIHEI Y MINUTES' 

� The Navi Mumbai site, with all .. its modes of connectivity, will fulfil global airport commute norms. The upcoming airport is not only for Mumbai, but also surrounding cities like Thane and Navi Mumbai - An NMIA official

Authorities concerned with the under-construction 
Navi Mumbai International Airport (NMIA) say: 

45 ·90 lllltlS 60-120 111insShould be the travel Should be the traveltime for any commuter time for any commuter of a city to reach a do- � to reach a mestic airport tenninal, terminal for according to established international global standards fl ights 
COMMUTE TIME TO NMIA

r Place Pune Time 

2hours 

45minutes 

1 hour 
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Transport on 
ground to be 
challenge for 
passengers 

W
ith tile conmtissioning 
of the Navi Mwnbai 
airport on the hori­

zon, it  is aJJticipat.ed that teeth• 
ing problems, common to most 
new airports, will soon emerge. 
One of the issues would be
grow1d transportation, both 
between l\1umbai and the air• 
port, as well as between the ex ­
isting Mu11Jbai airport and the 
new Navi Mun1bai airport for 
transit passengers (those who 
have connecting flights that re ­
quire landing at one airport 
and depaitingfi·om the other). 

In major cities worldwide, 
multiple airports are often ser­
viced with excellentairport-to­
airport ground collllectivit), 
However, this is not projected 
to be the case with the Mu1nbai 
region, at least by the time the 
new airport stai·ts operations. 
As a restllt, passengers using 
the Navi Mumbai airport dur­
i11gthe initial 111011 thsare likely 
to face some challenges. The 
Mumbai l\lfetropolitan Region 
Development Autllority and 
City and Industrial Develop­
n1ent Corporation have pro­
posed building Metro Line 8 to 
connect both airports, but the 
planning is still in early stages, 
and no project managen1ent 
consultant has been appointed 
to work on the 32km stretch. 

Th i.s leaves passengers 
with two options: road or rail. 
Local train travel is impracti• 
cal due to complicated routing. 
Therefore, the question arises: 

Thane 

Mumbai 

Alibaug 1 hr 30 min 

Quick local connectivity
to an airport is vital for
passenger convenience, 
business activity .  tourism,
multi-modal transport
integration, and regiooal
development: it im­
accessibility. enhances
overall travel experience,
and drives economic and
social benefits for sur ­
rounding areas

LEVIATHAN: NMIA is proposed to house India's largest general aviation tenninal, with parking for 360 aircraft. At commissioning, parking for 60 jets will be available, straightaway easing the region's parking bay shortage woes 

How viable is the road tra11s­
port option? Two factors come 
into play: The congested roads 
of Mumbai and surge pricing 
applied by ride -haillilg servic­
es. For example, a Mtnnbai 1-esi­
den t n1ight fi11d a comparative­
ly cheaper fare tor a llightfrom 
NfvIIA. But when factoring u1 
the time and money spent on 
travelling to the city's out­
skirts, would that option still be 
attractive? Though. dedicated 
transit buses are bound to be 
provided toeasecon1mute. 

(Tl), with its roof expected to 
be in place before Decembei: 
While the national bird, pea­
cock, was the design inspira­
tion for the Mumbai airport, 
Nl\illA's terminal will draw its 
featw·es fron1 the national 
flower. lotus. 

Adani Airports CEO Arun 
Bansal told TOI that both Del· 
hi a11d l\lI un1bai airports used 
to ha11<Ue about 3.5 crore pas­
sengers when they were hand­
ed over to private operators in 
2005. In 2019, Dellti airport 
ha11dled almost 7 crore pas­
sengers, with 4.8 crore being 
Mumbal's peak capacity. "As 
India's finai1cial capital, 
l\ilumbai has significant pent 

upde1nand and travel require­
ment could have been 111ore 
thai1 Delhi by no'-\, The com­
bined capacity of CSMIA and 
NMIA will be 6.5 crore when 
the latter gets operational 
next Dece1nbee So NMIA is 
needed toda:v." Bansal said. 
The combined phases 1 and 2 
are being buUt at a cost of Rs 
15,980 crore. for which AdaJJi 
has achieved financial closure 
fron1 a consortiun1 of eight 
banks. 

Mu1nbai began losu1g at 
the turn of the century witll 
the advent of low-cost carri­
ers, airlines that operate with 
short turnarow1d times. The 
take-off/landing time slots 

and speed afforded by parallel 
runways of DeUtl, Benga]Ul'U, 
and Hyderabad are not availa• 
ble in l\1umbai airport which 
has two cross runways. But 
Nl\lIIA eventually will have a 
pai·allel runwaY, n1aking it the 
fu-st such airport for MMR. 
"Ni\lDA will be an integrated 
do1nestic-<:wn-international 
airport fro1n day one," Bansal 
said. The airport will, like the 
upcon1ing Noida airport, have 
swing gates, n1eaning an air ­
line would be able to operate 
both domestic a11d interna­
tional flights fron1 the same 
gate. 

The 2 lakh squai-e n1etre Tl 
is being designed as per LEED 

Gold standards (LEED stands 
for Leadership in Eneri,,y and 
Environ1nental Design, a 
green building certification 
progra1n used worldwide). As 
required by theBw-eau of Civ­
il Aviation Secw·itY, Tl vrill 
start operations with body 
scanners for passenger 
screening and 3D CTX (com· 
puter to1nography X-1<1y) 
handbag scanners whei-e 
flyers will not need to take out 
their _personal electronic de ·  
vices and liquids out of bags 
for checking. "We are looking 
at l7 CTX and may go upto 19," 
saidano!l1cial. 

Since den1and for private 
au·craft 1-emains high in  this 

DRIVERLESS COACHES BETWEEN TERMINALS 

CONSTRUCTION PHASES 
Dec 2024 I The southern runway and Terminal 1 (Tl) will be operational 
March 2025 I Construction will commence on the northern runway and Terminal 2 (T2). Deadline: 2028 • Work will also start on anautomated people moverbetween Tl and 2, and onpreparing the site forTerminal 3 (T3) 

• An undergroundautomated peoplemover line will belaid to connect tothe proposedTerminal 4 (T4)
March2029 I Construction w i  II begin on T3

2032 I Deadline for all phases, including T4 
■ Capacity SOARING NUMBERS 

2 

T4 

Figures in crore

passell9ffi pef 

annum, or CPPA

2 Number of runways (parallel toeach other, unlike Mumbai's airport's cross-runways) 

Number of aircraft the airport can accommodate at a time 

5,500 Vehicles that can be accommodated in the airport parking lot at a time 

GREEN CONCERNS Environmentalists say ••• • Airport site is located near or onparts of wetlands • The airport site is not tar from theKarnala Bird Sanctuary, ra ising concerns about further effects on • Construction work hasresulted into loss ofmangroves and mudflats ..--- bird population 
• Avian and marine life hasbeen affected as a result • Livelihoods of local populations dependent on fisheries have been affected 

• Possible bird-strikeincidents are also a spectre(though engineering expertssay solutions are on the anvil; airport authorities say the concerns are unfounded) 

region, phase 1 & 2 will have 
pal'.king for 60 jets. The state­
run Airpotis Authority of In· 
dia, ,vhich provides air navi ­
gation services, is  planning 
"joint air space operations" 
for l\ilun1bai airport and 
NMIA. "Starting with Tl, 
NNUA is planned to be one of 
the most energy efficient and 
environn1entally sustainable 
airports u1 the world. \Ve will 
have three dedicated aviation 
turbine fuel (ATF) supply 
lines to NMIA. The fuel fai·m 
here has provision for sustai n ­
able aviation fuel (SAi!') and 
the nun1ber of those storages 
will depend on this fuel's avail• 
abilit:v." said a senior Adaiti 

Group official. EV charging 
stations have been planned 
across t11eau·port, on lai1dside 
and airside as vehicles plying 
here airside will be electric .  

NfvIIA will be a better hab· 
itat for low-cost carriers than 
l\llumbai airport. 'l'he quick 
turnaround process is: land, 
deboard passengers, board 
and depai·t as quickly as possi• 
ble. 'fhe take-off/landu1g tilne 
slots and speed afforded by 
Delhi airport's paraUel run­
ways - both runways can be 
used simultaneously• ·  turned 
it into a natural llabitat for 
low-cost carriers (LCCs). But 
not Mumbai with its cross 
nmways. 

CurrentlY, i\llunlbai airport 
serves a 1nore densely populat­
ed catchment area than Navi 
Mumbai airport will. But for 
airlines, the tlltimate consider· 
ation would be which airport 
offers a better passenger load 
factor. The answer may vary de ­
pending on time, tlJght, and 
season. The u1itialmonths will 
provide valuable insights. TNN

Hill flattened, rivers diverted 
for a site most accessible 

Road Connectivity, Infra Access Shaped Choice 
Vijay Singh@timesgroup.com 

ound 2009-10, a solitary 
blue-<:oloured board 
tood near the Panvel­

Uran road, which said this 
was the site for the upcoming 
Navi i\llumbai International 
Airport. Viith wetlands all 
around it, this was the tilne 
the greens began expressu1g 
concerns that tile region 
would face an environmental 
i1npact as facilities were built 
to 1neet the needs of aviation 
traffic in the Mumbai region. 

The second airpo1i servic­
ing Mu1nbai wasorig:inally to 
be in l\1andwa-Rewas, but the 
proposed site could hold only 
a single runway. The City and 
Industrial Development Cor ­
poration (Cidco), which was 
the nodal agenc:v. revised the 
plan and began scouting for a 
spot where two parallel run­
ways could be built. The pre­
sent 2,860-acre location was 
chosen based on the fact that: 
a)78% of thela11d wasalready
u1 Cidco's possession; b) it
was close to Panvel town and
powe1; water, cmrununication
Unes would be easier to pro­
vide; c) nearest railway sta•
tion atPanvel \Vasl.5km awa:v.
at least two high ways-NH4.B
and SH54-we1-e in proxin1itY,
ai1d a road called Aamra
l\llarg skirted the site's bound­
ary.

The chief constraint was 
there were 10  settle1nents 
spread over seven villages 
within the proposed oper­
ational area with a popula• 
tion of 15,000. There was also 
the challenge of flattening 
Ulwe Hill and diverting two 
rivers, Ulwe and Gadl1i, along 
the boundar)c But the diver­
sion of the rive1-s raised ques­
tions about the prospect of 

flooding in extreme weather. 
Apart fron1 this, greens 
raised concerns about man• 
grove patches along the tidal 
zones o f  the rivers and the 
Panvel creek. Since the area 
fell in the Coastal Regulation 
Zone. it required mitigating 
measures to prevent damage 
to  marine and aquatic life. 
But as the site was accessible 
b y  all modes of transport and 
basic infrastructure, includ-

raised concerns about the Ji.
kelihoodof bird·h its as the ar ­
ea borders sites rich 111 avian 
life includingn1angroves and 
mudflats on which flruningos 
thrive. Goenka alsopointed to 
the proxi.lnity of the au·port 
to Karnala Bird SanctuarY, 
which isaboutl 0 -12kmsaway, 

As for tbe resettlen1ent 
question, residents of 
Chinchpada, Kolhi, Kopai; 
Owle, Varche Owle, Pargaon-

NO ALTERNATIVE: Only Ulwe was found with space for two runways 
u1g housu1g, was easier to 
provide, it was finalised. 

It's a decision that still 
raises questions. Executive 
trustee of Conservation Ac• 
tion Trust, Debi Goenka, 
said, "Mangroves form part 
of the site .. This loss was sup­
posed to be co1npensated by 
1nangrove afforestation in 
Dahanu, but this has not hap­
pened more than 10 years at: 
ter work co1nmenc-ed . In addi· 
tion, 1nore than 1,200 acres of 
the site was covered by mud­
flats ... its destruction affects 
bird life ai1d 1narine life, in·  
eluding fisheries on which lo­
cal population depends." 

B N Ku1nar of NatConnect 
Foundation said destruction 
of weUands will impact the 
bird population. He also 

Dw1gi, Ulwe, Kombaclbhuje, 
Targhar and Waghivli Vada 
ru·e being relocated to adjoin­
ing areas such as Wadghar, 
Wal!al, Kunde Wahal ainong 
others. Those displaced are 
mainly fishermen, far1ners, 
or daily wagers. 

Lai1downers received Rs 
1,000 per sq ft for building new 
homes, besides Rs 500 per sq ft 
as 1-ent for 18 111onths, Rs 
36,000 as one-tune special as­
sistance, Rs 1,24,500 one-time 
agri compensation, and Rs 
50,000 transportation allow­
ai1ce. They were also allotted 
22.5% of acguiredagrilandas 
developed land and a devel­
oped plot 3 tin1es of roof area 
of their ho1nes ,vith 1.5 base 
FSI at Pushpak Nagar close lo 
the airport. 
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• t us I 
1st Terminal To Take Off 

FINDING YOUR WAY TO THE NEW AIRPORT 
With 2Cr Flyer Capacity 

The key connectors to NMIA will 
be rail and road. In the future, a 
metro line too will link it with 
the airport in the city 

Bhiwandi 4 FROM NASHIK

Saurabh.Sinha@timesgroup.com he construction of the second run• way of the Navi IVIwnbai Interna­tional Airport 
{Nr,,IIA) will commence in March 202.5, with 2()."!2 as the deadJJ ne for all phases. The combined capacity of Mumbai Airport and NMIA'.s Terminal 1 (Tl) is expected to be6.5 crore passengers per an­num (CPPA), which falls short of the projected demand in the Mumbai tvletropolitan Rei,'ion (MMR). Tn contrast, Delhi's Indira Gandhi Inter­national Airport (IGIA) han ­dled nearly 7 crore passengers in2019,priortoCovid, with its three runways and three ter­tn.inals. 

scan QR for a summary 
of how aviation in the re­
gion will soar with NMIA Tn addition to the con­struction of the secondNMIA runway; the third phase, which will commence in March 2025, will incl.ude work on T2, designed to accom1no­date 3.5 CPPA. A senior Adani Group official said the first of the two auton1ated people n1overs (APMs), or air trains, will also be built during this phase. This will connect all tour tertninals, including T3 in the west, and an under­grotmd line till T4 in the east. l\1eanwhile, 1nillions of tons of rock fro1n a 2km-long hill on the southern side have been utilized to fill the swan1py area to the south, raising its level by 8.5 metres. This 1neasure aitns to prevent flooding from Gadlli river, which connects to Panvel Creek. The second runway will be constructed in the 

north, allowing sufficient time for the site to settle down b e ·fore construction begins. ·'Work on T3. with a capaci­ty of 2 CPPA, is scheduled to begi11 in 2029. At that tilne, we will also illitiate the construc­tion o f  the secondAPl\11, which will transport passengers to the proposed 'aerocity' featur­ing hotels and other conuner­cial developments. The second APM will also facilitate the ti:ansportation of thousands of workers from MrvIR to their workplaces across Nl\1IA, as they co1nmute via various trains to the co.rnmon Meb·o station. Our ailn is to discour­age the use of private vehicles and maximize the utilization of the infrastructure being es­tablished," officials stated. The last phase, which in• volves the construction of T4 with a capacity of 2 CPPA, will be dependent on demand from airlines . .If an airline requests a dedicated terin.inal, Adani may consider building T4 for that purpose. The co1nmence­ment of work on each phase will be triggered by achieving 
75 % capacity of the preceding phase. Although there are no formal estimates yet, the de­velopment of au phases of NIVIIA, along with the neces­sary connectivitY, could cost up to Rs 1 lakh crore. '!'he project's focus lies in providing multhnodal connectivity through high-speed trains, !Vletro, suburban trains, express­ways, l1ighways, hell­ports, and even a water ter­minal, with boats operat• ing from the Gateway of India and near Vashi. By 2 0 32, NMI.A'.s fotu- tern1i­nals and tvro runways are expected to cater to 9.5 crore passengers per an ­num. For con1parison1 Del• hi's !GIA, India's busiest airport, plans to have a peak capacity of  over 10 crore passengers annually with four runways and three terminals by 20 3 0 .  The upcon1ingNoida Air ·  port, scheduled to open around the same tinle as NMIA, anticipates a peak ca ­pacity of handling seven crore passengers with two rw11vays. 
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GHODBUNDER ROAD 
Nash 
Road: Upcoming Samruddhi Rail: Get off atMahamarg or existing Mumbai-Nashik Thane and take highway will bring you to Shilphata the transharbourvia Kalyan or Mumbra, and then go line to towards Turbhe junction and take Seawoods. Take Thane-Belapur Road. Or from local going to Shilphata to Kalamboli and towards Uran, get off at JNPT and then take a right Targhar 

Road: Get to Sion-Panvel highway via Eastern Express highway or Ghatkopar­Mankhurd Link road. Get to Vashi toll post. The EEH can also take you to Airoli toll post.From both the toll posts, take Thane­Belapur Road or Palm Beach Road to Aamra Marg (Uran Phata Road) which will take you to the airport. Can also use Eastern Freewayfrom Chembur or Mankhurd to reach MTHL � 0 Thane/Kalyan/Dombivili 
� Shilphata Road: Ghodbunder Road leads to Mulund-Airoli Road which can 
i take you to the Thane-Belapur Road via Airoli toll post, which Rail: Come to Kurla station, take harbourline to Sewri (and then travel by MTHL) or proceed to Nerul or Seawoods, alight to take Uran

v.=v railway line to Targhar station Juhu CSMIA 

G 

Kurta -=--

Metro: As of now, travel by metro can take you only as far as Ghatkopar. In the distant future, a metro connecting the two airports via Kurla and Mankhurd has been planned. That will have an intersecting point with the I 
,� ...... 

O·-� 
SION-PAN HIGHWA ... 

underground metro from Aarey to Colaba at BKC. 
water: Water taxis from Gateway (or as proposed from Thane, Airoli, Vashi) to Belapur or airportjetty (when it's ready) 

South Mumbai (SoBo) 

Bandra BANDRA•WORU 
SEA LINK 

Worli 
I 
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I ' : HARBOUR 
: LINE 
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Road: Travel by Mumbai Transharbour Link � (MTHL) via P D'Mello Road or Worli-Sewri , _co_n_n_e _ct _o _r ____________ :=::::=:::::::=J f/
. 
;haucha Rail: Harbour line to Sewri station and then Dhakka take MTHL Alternately, travel to Nerul or dtl Seawoods station, switch to line going to Uran, 1 get off at Targhar station which is near airport O Gateway 

Metro/monorail: Dr Ambedkar Nagar monorail of India station or Wadala T T metro station is close toSewri from where MTHL begins. In the distant future, a metro from Mankhurd to airport has been planned 
Water: Water taxis from Gateway of India oras proposed from Ferry Wharf (Bhaucha Dhakka) to Belapur or airport jetty 

Pune/Konkan/Goa 
Road: Get off Mumbai-Pune expressway atKhalapur or Khopoli and take old Mumbai-Pune highway. It leads to Palaspe junction, wh ich goes to new airport via Panvel•JNPT road. Alternately, you can come to Kalamboli and take 

Ma,.hunl 

road tfJNP'T which connects to air�rt. The Mumbai-Goahighwilfis directly connected to Palaspe junction 
A connector belw�n Shedung an<I JNPT

has been planned that will take you 
directly to and from a irport to Pune
expressway as well as old Pune

highway. Proposed to come by 2025. 

Rail: Get off at Panvel station

<? then will lead to the airport via Aamra Marg. Residents of� western suburbs beyond Borivali, Dahisar and Mira Bhayander � can take this route too. From Thane, alternately, there's a route {!, via Kalwa junction to Thane-Belapur Road 
� Taloja Traffic from Bhiwandi, Kalyan -

0 
Dombivili can go via KaW,a,

Chirte 

\I 
\\\\\\,, , 

� Mumbra, Shllphata. Kalamboli
o ::; Junction, 1\Jrbhe Junction ro 

�'i: f Thane•Belapur*Panvcl road or

1111\\1 ,r- Palm Beach Road 

' ' 
Kalamboli 

' 
O Panvel 

Rail: Transharbour trainfrom Thane to Nerul or Seawoods station before changing to travel to Targhar station via Uran suburban rail route 

Navi 
Mumbai 

PalaspeO 

• 

Water: Water taxis fromThane and Airoli to Belapur via Nerul have been planned but will take time 
__ MUMBAl·PUNE EXPRESSWAY co ;,.. 

Road: Thane- f Jl Belapur route or � j Palm Beach Road f: o"' ► e .,. and proceed to ,,: :f! .i "' ... Aamra Marg. One "' ,,,, 
� � !:!i = can also go  via � � Kalamboli junction on Mumbai-Pune Rail: Fr�m. Seawoods or Belapur station, take thehighway towards Uran rail line to Targhar station JNPT and then take Metro: From Taloja to Belapur and then thea right to the suburban Uran line to Targhar. New metro to airport airport from Taloja or Kharghar is under planning 

DISTANCE TO 

YOUR DESTINATION 

South Mumbai (SoBo) Pune/Konkan/Goa Thane/Kalyan/Dombivili Western/eastern suburbs Nahil 

170km Gateway of India 

49km 

Worli 

i 43km 

Pune j Ratnagiri (Konkan) 
115km i 296km 

Bhiwandi 

46km 

Kalyan 

35km 

Andheri(W) 

49km 

Mira Road 

56km 
These distancts: are 
as per the present 
routes avaif.able 




