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—<he Navi Mumbai
InternatlonalAlr-
port (NMIA), ex-
pected %0 become
operational by

2024-end. will takke off on a
steep climb as its tirst termt
nal will have a capacity of 2
crore passengers per annum,
double that of the original
plan.Itwill bea gaine changer
for the Mumbai Metropolitan
Region (MMR) which is cur
rently served by the space-
starved Mumbal airport.
which atits peak, handled 48
crorepassengersperyear.The
new airpert would shake up
the demandsupply dynanucs
by adding 40% 1inore passen-
ger handhng capacity over
nightto theregion’sairports.

Unlike mega airports.
Mumbai airport, hemined in
by siwns, could not grow be-
yond singlerunway oper
ationsin its over 8#year exist-
ence. Between 2015 and 2018,
while airports across India
had double-digit growthindo-
mestic passenger trattic,
Mumnbai. the birthplace of In-
dian aviation. was held back
due to infrastructure con-
straints. When NMIA debuts,
passengers from Mwmbai can
expect more direct connec
tions to destinations domestic
and international and posst
blybetter fares than whatison
offer currently,

AtNMIA, things changed
dramnatically when Adani Air-
port Holdings Ltd (AAHL)
took over Mumbai Interna
tional Airport Ltd (MIAL)
from GVK Group in July #2]
and with that MIAL's NMiA
projectfellintoAdani'shands.
“On hisfirst visit to the NMI1A
site after that acquisition.
Adani Group founder and
chairman Gautam Adanisaid
the upcomingairpert’sprojec
tions should be revised given
the massivereguirement and
potentialo FMMR.A fter that il
wasdecided to execute Phases
1 and 2together by creating a
capacityof 2 crore passengers
perannn(CPPA )atonegeby
December 2024 and the ulti
matecapacity wasrev isedto9-
g.5crore.” said a senior group
official.

Conceivedini1999, NMIA is
finally taking shape Nearly
4k of flattened land has re-
ceived the first coat of bitw
men toeventual y become the
first runway towards the
south of the2,860-acre site. Al-
so. 400 metersof a hillock will
be cleared by August to make
way for the 3.7-km southern
runway, Construction ison in
full swing to build Terminal 1

'‘AIRPORT WITHIN A RADIUS OF NINETY MINUTEG'
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Navi Mumbai —

The Navi Mumbai site, with all

its modes 6f connectivity, will
fulfil global airport commute norms. The
upcoming airport is not only for Mumbai,

(T1). with its roof expected to
be in place before December:
While the national bird, pea-
cock, was the design inspira
tion fer the Mumbai airport,

MIA’s terminal will draw its
features from the national
flower.lotus.

Adani AirpertsCEO Arun
Bansal told T@®1that both Del
hi and Mumbai airports used
to handle about 3.5 crore pas-
sengers when they werehand
ed over to prrvate operators in
2006. In 2019, Delki airport
handled almost 7 crore pas-
sengers, with 4.8 crore being
Mumbai's peak capacity “As
India's financial capital.

Iviumbai has significant pent

Authorities cunteerm ed with the under-construction
Navi Mumbai Intemational Aisport (NMIA) say:

Should b e the tiavel Should be the travel
but also surrounding cities like Thane and tlfme forany co?:mtéter time for any comr::uter
ot acity to reach a do- to reach a
An NMIA official mestic_airport tenn_inal. terminal for
| accordingtoestablished international
global standards flights
COMMUTE TIME TO NMIA | Quick local connectivity
b an ahpeit is viw | for
TNR | passenger conveniense,
business activity, teurism,
2hOwrs | i modal transpest
. intemation, aivd régiooal
45 minutes development; it impraves
accesshility, enhances
1 hour overal|trave|experience,
ard dhives esonomic and
. | secialbenefits for sur-
Lhr 30 m80 | gnding areas

Arbst’s im®ression

LEVIATHAN: NMIA is proposed to house india's largest general avnatlon ter:mnal. wlth parkmg for 360 alrcmﬁ At
commissioning, parking for 60 jets will be available, straightaway easing the region's parking bay shortage woes

updemand and travelrequire
ment could have been more
than Belhi by now. The com-
bined capacity of CSMIA and
NMIA will be 6.5 crore when
the latter gets operational
next Decemnber. So NMIA is
needed today,” Bansal said.
The eembined phases 1 and 2
are being buiitat a cost of Rs
15,980 crore. for which Adani
hasachieved financiaclosure
from a censortium of eight
banks.

Muinbai began losing at
the turn of the century with
the advent of low:cost carri
ers, airlines that operate with
short turnaround times. The
take off/landing time slots

and speed afforded by parallel
runways of Delhj, Bengaluru,
and Hyderabad are not availa-
ble in Mumbai airport which
has two cross runways. But
NNMIA eventually will have a
parallelrunway. making it the
first such airport for MMR.
“NMIA wili be an integrated
domestic-cumrinternational

airport from day one.” Bansal
said. The airport will, like the
upcomingNoida airport, have

swing gates, meaning an air-

line would be able to operate
both domestic and interna
tional flights €rom the same
gate

The2 lakhsquare metre T1
isbeingdesignedas per LEED

Gold standards (LEED stands
for Leadership in Energy and
Environinental Design, a
green building certification
prograin used worldwide) As
required by the Bureau of Civ-
il Aviation Security. T1 will
start operations with body
seanners for passenger
screening and 3® CTX (com
puter tomography X-ray)
handbag scanners where
Hyers will not need 1o take out
their personal electronic de-
vices and liquids out of bags
for checking. “We are looking
at1? CTX and may goupto19.”
saldanofhcial.

Since demand for private
aircraft remains highin this

Navi
Mumbai
International
Airport (NMIA)

Ulwe, Navi
Mumbai

acres

| n contrast, Mumbsi airpost’s
area is 1,976 acres

HIGHLIGHTS

@ It will be the first airport
inindia to offer dedicated
sustainable aviation fuel
(SAF) for aircraft
refueling, catering
to the operators of
general aviation
aircraft

*Equivalent to 115 Azad Maidans.

@ Terminals will be
interconnected with
‘automated people
movers’, one of
them underground

® The west side of the
airport will comprise
Terminals1, 2 and 3(T1, 2,
and3)

PLANNED TERMINALS

@ The east side will have
Terminal 4 (T4)
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DRIVERLESS COACHES BETWEEN TERMINALS

Dec 2024 | The southern
runway and Terminal 1 (T1)
will be operational

CONSTRUCTION PHASES

March 2025 | construction
will commence on the
northern runway and Terminal
2 (T2).Deadline: 2028

@ Work will also start on an
automated people mover
between T1 and 2. and on
preparingthe site for
Terminal 3 (T3)
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Pics: Arfists” impressions

@ An underground
automated people
mover line will be
laid to connect to
the proposed
Terminal 4 (T4)

March 2029 |

Construction w il
beginon 13

2032 | Deadline
for all phases,
including T4

M Capacity

Number of aircraft |

the airport can
accommodate
atatime

Figures in crore

SOARING NUMBERS

Number of runways (parallel to
each other, unlike Mumbai's
airport’s Cross-runways)
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5,500

’  Vehicles that can
| be accommodated

mthe airport
: | parking lot at
: a time

GREEN CONCERNS ' Environmentalists say...

@ Airport site is located near ar on
parts of wetlands

@ Construction work has
resuited intoloss of
mangroves and mudflats

@ Avian and marine life has
been affected as a result

@ Livelihoods of local
populations dependent on
fisheries have been affected

@ The airport site is not far from the

Karnala Bird Sanctuary,
concerns about further effects on
\ bird population

raising

@ Possible bird-strike

incidents are also a spectre

(though engineering experts
say solutions are onthe anvil;

airport autharities say the
concerns are unfounded)

region, phase1 & 2 w1l have
parking for 60 jets The state:
run Airports Authority of In-
dia, which provides air navi
gation services, is planning
“Joint air space operations”
for Dumbai airport and
NMIA. “Starting with Ti,
NMIA is planned to be one of
the mest energy efficient and
environnentally sustainable
airports in the world We will
have three dedicated aviation
turbine fuel (ATF)} supply
lines to NMIA. The fuel farm
herehas provision for sustai n-
able aviation fuel (SAJ") and
the number of those s¥orages
willdependonthisfuel’savail-
ability.” said a senior Adani

Group official. EV charging
stations have been planned
acrosstheairport,onlandside
and airside as vehicles plying
hereairside will beelectii c.

NMIA will bea better hab
isat for low-cost carriers than
ivlumbai airpert. The quick
turnaround process is: land,
debeard passengers, beard
anddepartasquickly as possi-
ble. The take off/landing time
slots and speed afforded by
Delhi airport’'s paraliel run-
ways -~ both runways can be
used simultaneously --turned
it into a natural habitat for
low-cost carriers (LCCs). But
not Mumbai with its cross
runways.

NEXT YEAR, NAVI MUMBAI AIRPORT'S T1
MMR FLIGHT CAPACITY 40%

Transport on
ground to be

challenge for
passengers

ith theconmissioning
of the Navi Munbai
alrpert on the hori-

zon, itis anticipated that teeth-
ing problems, common to most
new airperts, wiil soonemerge
One of the issues would be
ground transportation, both
between Mumbai and the air-
port, as wel . as between theex-
isting Mwubai airport and the
new Navi Mumbai airport for
transit passengers (those who
have connecting flights that re-
quire landing at one airport
anddepartingfrom the other).
In major cities worldwide,
multiple airportsare oftenser-
viced with excellentairport-to
airport grownd commectivity.
However, this is not prejected
to be the case with theMunbai
region, at least by the time the
new airport starts operations.
As a result. passengers using
the Navi Mumbai airport dur
mgtheinitialimenthsarelikely
% face some challenges. The
Mumbai Metropelitan Region
Development Authority and
City and Industrial Develop
nent Corporation have pro-
posed building Metro Line 8 to
connect beth airports. but the
planningisstill in early stages,
and no project management
consultant has been appointed
to work onthe 32km stretch.
This leaves passengers
with two options: road or rail.
Lecal train travel is impracti-
caldue tocomplicated routing
Therefore, the question arises.
How viable is the road trans
port option? Two factors come
into play: The congested roads
of Mumbai and surge pricing
applied by ride-hailing servic-
es.Forexample.aMumbaiiesi
dent might find a eemparative-
ly cheaper fare tor a flightfrom
NMIA. But when factoring in
the time and money spent on
travelling to the city's out
skirts, would thatoptionstill be
attractive? Though. dedicated
transit buses are bound to be
provided toease conimute.
Currently, Mun:bai airport
serves a more densely populat-
ed catchment area than Navi
Mumbai airport will. But for
airlines. the ultimate consider
ation would be which airport
offers a better passenger load
facter. Theanswermayvaryde-
pending on time. thight, and
season. Theinitialmonths will
provide valuableinsights. inn

Hill flattened, rivers diverted

for a site most accessible

Road Connectivity, Infra Access Shaped Choice

Vijay Singh @timesgroup.com

/ blue-coloured board
f— stood near the Panvel
Uran road, which said this
was the site for the upcoming
Navi Mumbai International
Airport. With wetlands all
around it. this was the tiine
the greens began expressing
concerns that the region
would facean environmental
nnpactas facilities were built
to 1neet theneeds of aviation
trafficin the Mumbairegion.

Thesecondairportservic
ingMumbai wasoriginally to
be in Mandwa-Rewas. but the
preposed site could hold only
a singlerunway. The City and
Industrial Development Cor-
poration {Cidco), which was
the nodal agency, revised the
plan and began scouting for a
spot where two parallel run-
ways could be built, The pre-
sent 2,860-acre location was
chogen based on the fact that:
a)78% of thelanid wasalready
in Cidco's possession: b) it
wascloseto Panvel townand
power: water, ceiminunication
lines would be easier to pro-
vide; c¢) nearest railway sta-
tion atPanvel wasl.skm away,
atleast two highways—NH4B
and SI154—weiein proximity,
and a road called Aamra
iviarg skirtedthe site’sbound-
ary.

The chief constraint was
there were 10 settleinents
spread over seven viillages
within the proposed oper
ational area with a popula-
tion of 15,000. There was also
the challenge of flattening
{Jlwe Hill and diverting two
rivers, Ulwe and Gadhi, along
the boundary. But the diver-
sion of theriversraised ques-
tions about the prospect of

\round 200910, asolitary

flooding in extreme weather:
Apart from this, greens
raised concerns about man-
grove patches along the tidal
zones of the rivers and the
Panvel creek. Since the area
fell inthe Coastal Regulation
Zone. it required mitigating
measures to prevent damage
to marine and aguatic life
But as the site was accessible
byallmodesof transport and
basic infrastructure, includ-

raised concerns about the li-
kelihoodof bird-hitsasthear-
ea borders sitesrich in.avian
life includingmangroves and
mudtlats on which flainingos
thrive. Goenka alsopointedto
the proximity of the airport
to Karnala Bird Sanctuary.
whichisaboutl0-J2kmsaway.

As for tbe resettlement
question, residents of
Chinchpada, Kolhi, Kopar.
Owle. Varche Owle, Pargaon-

No ALTERNATIVE Only ulwe was found with space for two runways

ing housing, was easier to
provide, it wasfinalised.

It's a decision that still
raises questions. Executive
trustee of Conservation Ac-
tion Trust, Debi Goenka,
said, “Mangroves form part
of the site. This losswas sup-
posed to be compensated by
mangreve afforestation in
Dahanu, but this hasnothap-
pened more than 10 years at-
ter work commenced .In addi-
tion, more than1.200 acresof
the site was covered by mud-
tlats. ..its destruction affects
bird life and marine life, in-
cludingftisheries on which lo-
cal population depends.”

B N Kumar of NatConnect
Foururdation said destruction
of wellands will impact the
bird population. He also

Dungi, U7lwe. Kombadbhuje,
Targhar and Waghivli Vada
are being relocated to adjoin-
ing areas such as Wadghar,
Wahal, Kunde Wahal among
others. Those displaced are
mainly fishermen, fariners,
ordailywagers.

Landowners received Rs
1.000 persa ft forbuildingnew
homes. besidesRs 500 persq ft
as rent for 18 months, Rs
36,000 as one-tiine special as-
sistance, Rs 1,24,500 one-time
agri compensation. and Rs
50,800 transportation allow-
ance, They were also allotted
22.5% of acquiredagrilandas
developed land and a devel
oped plot 3times of reef area
of their homes with 1.5 base
FSIatPushpak Nagar closeto
theairport.
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9.5¢r passengers at NMIA by '32, just behind Delhi

Ist Terminal To Take Oft
With 2Cr Flyer Capacity

TIMES Special | Mumbai Fast Forward ©

N

FINDING YOUR WAY TO THE NEW AIRPORT

_ ' Bhiwandi & FROM NASHIK
Saurabh.Sinha@t mesgroup.com  north,allowingsufficienttime Mira Road O EeeE 3 ¥ " i
for the site to settle down be N / > A

he construction foreconstruction begis. — /// &;ﬁﬁa 7 f?‘\ ._.\k

of thesecondrun- “Workon T3 witha capaci ] HODBUNDER & 7 \

way of the Navi ty of 2 CPPA, is scheduled to Dahisar RGO/? D U ¥ 4 .%,;,5:.‘5:[_,._-5' l\\

Mwnbai Interna  begin in 2629, Atthat tine, we O ‘%-.;;.a

tional  Airport will alsoinitiate the construc- - \@\5 4
(NMI1A) will commence in tionof the secondAPM, which . Borivali O | V4
March 2025, with 2032 as the  will transport passengers to WEStern/eaStern | > / Road: Uncoming Samruddhi Rail: Get off at
deadline for atl phases. the proposed‘aerocity featur: suburbs Govai %‘ vd Mahamarg or existing Mumbai-Nashik Thane and take

The combined capacitvof inghotels and other conuner o | highway will brngyou to Shilphata  the transharbour
Mumpal Airport and NMIA's caaldevglopments 'Ijh.e second Road: Get to Sion-Panvel highway via - 31: f - via Kalyan or Mum bra, and then go line to
Terminal 1(T1) isexpectedto  APM will also facilitate the  Fastern Express h ghway or Ghatkopar- .r 9 : Y P Gwards Turbhe junct an and take Seawoods. Take
be 6 Scrorepassengersperan- - transportation of thousands Mankhurd Link road. Get to Vashi toll post. - x , 'f'-" Thane Belapur Road. Or from local going to
num (CPPA), which falls  of workers frem MMR1othelr  1he£EN can a s take you to Airoli toll post. ] & - Shilphata to Kalamboli and towards  Uran, get off at
shortof theprejecteddemand  workplaces across NMIA, as From both the toll posts. take Thane- = & — '
in the Mumbai Metropolitan  they coinmute via ‘arious pOST: W/ & q INPTand then take arght Targhar
Region (MMR). 1 gr?tr st tra?(ns to the common Metso Belapur Road or Palm Beach Road to Aamra > 3 = %H <
SO L N sonirast . SOTRITON Marg(Wan Phata Road) which will take you ., % g | &2 -
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi Inter-  station. Our aiin is to discour- o thea rport. Cana so use Eastern Freeway T _ = &S Th ane /Kalyan /D OMblVlll
lednearly T crore possensers  and maximize the utllization  fom Chemburor Mankhud to reach MTHL T ihats roll Road whi
pa Shilphata Read: Ghodbunder Road leads to Mulund Airoli Road which can

in 2019, priorto Covid,withits
threerunways and three ter-
tminals.

of the infrastructure being es-
tablished.” officials stated.
The last phase, which in-

Rail: Come to Kurla station, take harbour
line to Sewri (and then travel by
MTHL) or proceed to Nerul or

take you to the Thane Belapur Road via Airoli toll post, wh ch
then will lead to the airport va Aamra Marg. Residents of
westernsuburbs beyond Borivali, Dahisar and Mira Bhayander
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which connects to Panvel
Creek. The second runway
will be constructed in the

NMIA, anticipates a peak ca
pacity of handlingseven crore
passengers with two runways.

Thes:? distanoes are

49%m 46Kkm 35km 49km 56km

as pry the present
rdurtes ava lable

43km 115am:  296Kkm






