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AMDAVADIS TURN OUT IN FORCE
FOR THE CITY’S FIRST FULL
MARATHON AND SHOW SOLIDARITY
WITH THE MEN AND WOMEN OF
OUR ARMED FORCES WHO KEEP
GOING NO MATTER WHAT THE COST
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Rear admiral Sandeep Beecha, along with Rajesh and Si
flag off the 10km run

Karan Adani all set for half marathon as his wife Paridhi
stands in full support
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he cold crisp air at Adani

Shantigram was broken by

puffs of vapour from eager

contestants at the first ever

Ahmedabad Marathon at
4.45am on Sunday morning, drawn
there not just by the spirit of competi-
tion but also to #RundOurSoldiers, hon-
ouring the sacrifices our soldiers stoi-
cally make at so many cold, remote and
inhospitable places.

The first ever AIMS-certified marathon
in the city was flagged off on the stroke of
5.30am by Major General Anil Puri, gen-
eral officer commanding of 11 Division,
along with Pranav Adani, director, Adani
Group. Some 168 athletes would compete
in the 42.195km competition — the same
distance the Greek soldier messenger Phei-
dippides ran from the Battle of Marathon
to Athens 2,500 years ago, which gives this
competition its name.

It was then perfectly symbolic that
a modern messenger-runner, Umesh
Kuvar, a postal department employee,
became the champion of the Ahmedabad
Marathon, finishing in a time of 2:44:43
The first runner-up was Raju Singh, a
soldier of the 19 Rajputana Rifles, just
79 seconds behind. Jaywant Yallurkar,
of the 9 Maratha Light Infantry, finished
third just 30 seconds later.

Thirty-two-year-old Ahmedabad-
based physiotherapist Arpita Pandya
won the women’s marathon with a time
of 4:14:22. Priyanka Bhatt and Vanita
Korassery placed second and third.

Air Marshall R K Dhir, Air Officer Com-
manding-in-Chief of South Western Air
Command and Neelam Dhir, president Air
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PRANAV ADANI

DIRECTOR ADANI GROUP

Force Wives Welfare Association, along
with Adani Group chairman Gautam
Adani and Priti Adani flagged off the
21km Half-Marathon, which had more
than 1,700 athletes competing at 6.45am.

A soldier from Meghraj in Gujarat,
Mohan Damor of 76 Field Regiment,
won the 21km Half Marathon event,
finishing in 1:09:13. Ravindra Gore of
the 2 Maratha regiment came second,
while Vineet Kumar of 22 Mahar regi-
ment finished third. Nikitha Nimawat
won the women’s 21km contest, in
1:52:37. Patricia Howieson was second
and Ranjana Panwar finished third.

As the event was to #Run4OurSol-
dier, Mrs Priti Adani presented Air Mar-
shal R K Dhir a cheque of Rs 50 lakh for
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the Armed Forces Welfare Fund,
representing Rs 25 lakh
raised through registra-
tions and a Rs 25 lakh
contribution
matched by the Ada-
i Group.

The final competi-
tive event was the
10km Timed Run. It
was flagged off at
7.00am by Rear Ad-
miral Sandeep Bee-
cha, managing di-
rector of Adani
Group Rajesh Adani
and Mrs Shilin Ada-
ni. More than 2,200
runners took part in
this event.

The final event was
the 5km “Dream Run”,
which saw more than
3,600 participants. There
was a festive atmosphere
at Adani Shantigram, with
runners of all ages and paces
and selfies galore at the finish
line. While all participants chal-
lenged themselves and their
willpower, a few stood out. Some
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power and excitement at the Adani

Ahmedabad marathon bringing out the bris-
tling best from contestants, who had cut their
sleep to converge at Shantigram.

The buzz of anticipation was complemented
by the chorus of birds welcoming dawn. Scores
of people from all over the state converged at
this exquisite venue as early as 4 am to enjoy
the experience that has never before played itself
out in the state.

However, most contestants received high-
octane inspiration from elders taking part in the
competition.

One such inspirational figure who stood out
was 84-year-old Manuji Chavda of Kukarwada
village in Vijapur taluka of Mehsana district who
participated in the 10km category.

It was a Sunday surcharged with athletic

Manuji Chavda (centre)

Manuji is indeed inspirational to most. And
what a fine run ‘Manubha' (as he is popularly
known as) had at this event can be gauged from
the fact that not only did he complete the 10-m

race but came out with flying colours inless than
2 hours, a big achievement indeed.

However, this man remained humble about
his own athleticism. “| kept taking the name of
God and reached my destination in time,” he
said after the race.

Dwelling more about his passion for walk-
ing, ‘Manubha' said that he started it around
four decades ago.

“I started to participate in padyatras from
the age of 40. I'm a great believer in God and
have walked to Dakor, a distance of 150 kms
from my village, on several occasions,” he said

However, the most notable feat by this
farmer has been his walking to Pandharpur, a
well-known pilgrimage town of Maharashtra
three times and also his four visits to Dwarka
on foot.
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